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INTRODUCTION TO ST. PATRICK'S COLLEGE, LACKEN CROSS

St. Patrick’s College is a stand-alone, co-educational post-primary E.T.B. school which
was established in 1966 due to demand from the local community. The school is situated
at the meeting point of four parishes, Killala, Ballycastle, Lacken and Kilfian and has

served the wider community for over half a century.

Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim E.T.B. was established under the Education and Training Board
Act 2013 which sets out the functions. of all ETBs, including to establish and maintain
recognised schools, centres for education and education and training facilities in each
ETB’s functional area. Today, the E.T.B. provides a wide range of educational services

across the counties of Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim.

The school offers a wide variety of subjects for the Junior Cycle Award, Transition Year
and the Leaving Certificate and prides itself on the provision of quality child centred
teaching and learning in our state-of-the-art building in both academic and technical
subjects. Small class sizes and an enthusiastic teaching staff are a feature of our school.
The school also had a proud and strong sporting and musical tradition, reflecting the
interests of the local community. We offer teams in many sports and encourage each
student to participate. School teams in Gaelic Football, Soccer and Squash have enjoyed

success at a local and national level of late.

Our mission statement is as follows: -

We believe we can make a difference by providing quality education to
our students in a caring and respectful environment.
We value respect, fair play and everyone’s right to be himself or herself.
We aim to help our students to develop a sense of their own unique worth,
to become their best selves and to respect the rights of others.
We strive for good relationships between our students, our staff and our parents.
We educate our students not only for now but also for life.

Our school is not only concerned with academic achievement but also with the social,
physical and moral development. The school fosters strong links with local community
groups such as Fordige, St. Vincent De Paul and Pieta House and uses these links to
develop a strong sense of social justice among our community. Students are encouraged
to respect diversity and difference and regularly fundraise and volunteer their time, thus
developing the whole person.
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PART A

General Information for All Applicants

Glossary of terms
Admission Statement
Legal Framework

General Admission Provisions (for all Applicants)



1 GLOSSARY OF TERMS

‘Applicant’ means the parent / guardian of a Student, or, in the case of a
Student who has reached the age of 18 years, the Student, who has made an

application for admission to St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross.

‘Student’ means the person in respect of whom the application is being made.
All uses of the word throughout this Policy therefore imply ‘prospective’ as part
of the interpretation. That is, the use of the word ‘Student’ does not mean that
an application or acceptance of offer makes him/her a student of St Patrick’s
College, Lacken Cross; a person is only regarded as a student of St. Patrick's

College, Lacken Cross once s/he is enrolled on his/her first day of attendance.

‘Enrolled’ means attending the school as a registered student, in line with
section 20(2) of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000.

‘Gender’, in line with the definition of “the gender ground” in the Equal Status
Act 2000, is such that “one is male, and the other is female”. This does not
prejudice any Student who is Intersex or identifies as Androgynous/Androgyne,
Bigender, Demigender, Gender Fluid, Genderqueer, Multigender, Neutrois, Non-

binary, Transgender, Transsexual or otherwise.

‘Parent’ has the same meaning as in the Education Act 1998 and includes a
foster parent and a guardian appointed under the Guardianship of Children Acts,

1964 to 1997.

‘Feeder Primary Schools’ refers to the primary schools of preference for
application to St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross. The feeder primary schools for
St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross are:

e Templemary N.S.

e Lacken N.S.

e St Joseph’s N.S. Killala

e Scoil Naomh Brid, Ballycastle



e Mount Palmer N.S.

e Newtownwhite Educate Together P.P.S.
e Cooneal N.S.

e Culleens N.S.

e Carn N.S. Moygownagh

e S.N. Gleann Na Muaidhe

e Gaelscoil na Ceithre Maol, Ballina

e The Quays, N.S., Ballina

e Rehins. N.S., Ballina

e Scoil Iosa, Ballina

‘First-Year’ means the intake group of Students for the most junior class or
year in a school.
2 ADMISSION STATEMENT

ETB schools are state, co-educational, multidenominational schools
underpinned by the core values of: -

e Excellence in Education;
e Care;

e Equality;

e Community and

e Respect.

Accordingly, St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross shall not discriminate in its

admission of a Student based on the following grounds:

25 1. Gender of the Student or Applicant. However, where a school
admits students of one gender only, it is not discriminatory to
refuse to admit Students not of that gender;



31 Civil status of the Student or Applicant;

4.1. Family status of the Student or Applicant;

5.1. Sexual orientation of the Student or Applicant;

6.1. Religion of the Student or Applicant;

7.1. Disability of the Student or Applicant;

8.1. Race of the Student or Applicant;

9.1. The Student’s or Applicant’s membership of the Traveller

community;

St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross shall not charge fees or payments or seek

contributions as a condition of admission or continued enrolment of a Student.

3 LEGAL FRAMEWORK

MSL ETB was established under the Education and Training Board Act 2013 which
sets out the functions of all ETBs, including to establish and maintain recognised
schools, centres for education and education and training facilities in each ETB’s

functional area.

The board of management of St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross is a committee
established under section 44 of the Education and Training Board Act 2013 and
also constitutes a board of management within the meaning of the Education Act
1998.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Education (Welfare) Act

2000 place a duty on all recognised schools to prepare and publish an Admission

Policy.



The Education Act 1998 provides for an appeal process in the event of a refusal
to admit a Student. The appeal process is set out in section 5.3 in respect of
applications made to the First-Year Group and in section 6.3 in respect of

applications made to all years other than the First-Year Group.

St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross will cooperate with the National Council for
Special Education in the performance by the Council of its functions under the
Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 relating to the
provision of education to children with special educational needs, including in
particular by the provision and operation of a special class or classes when

requested to do so by the Council.

St. Patrick's College, Lacken Cross will comply with any direction served on the
patron or the board, as the case may be, under section 37A and any direction

served on the board under section 67(4B) of the Education Act.

4 GENERAL ADMISSION PROVISIONS

A decision on an application for admission shall be based on:

e the implementation of this Admission Policy,
e the annual Admission Notice of the school, and the

e information provided by the Applicant in the application for admission.

If, prior to the commencement of section 62 of the Education Act 1998 by the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 on the 1st February 2020, St.
Patrick's College, Lacken Cross had confirmed, in writing, that an Applicant had
been placed on a list relating to the allocation of school places for entrance before
the 1t February 2025, then this confirmation is still valid and the Applicant will
be offered that place.



Section 5 of this Policy addresses the selection criteria and other matters related
to the admission provisions for the First-Year Group.

Section 6 of this Policy addresses the selection criteria and other matters related
to the admission provisions for all year groups other than First-Year.

PART B

Information for Specific Categories of

Applicants

5. Application to the First-Year Group
6. Application to All Year Groups Other Than First-Year






















































